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of society would break or weaken without war was also put
forward by Adam Ferguson, whose Essay on the History of Civil
Society was studied by Hegel. "
Though Hegel recognized the utility of war for arousing or
strengthening patriotism and manliness, he was by no means an
enthusiast for war or for glory and conquest. His idea of pat-
riotism was not of the heroic type. He defines patriotism as
activity in harmony with the customs and institutions of the State,
and as confidence in the State, which may attain to a more or
less cultured insight. We ought not to understand by patriotism,
he continues, only extraordinary actions and sacrifices. It is
essentially the fulfilment of the every-day duties of the citizen.
But as men, he continues, find it easier to be magnanimous than
just, so they easily convince themselves that they possess heroic
patriotism, in order to save themselves the trouble of having
every-day patriotism.
A fruit of Hegel's work in Berlin was his philosophy of history,
which, of all his works, probably had the greatest influence on
his own time and posterity. History, in his view, consists in the
evolution of the world-spirit to ever-increasing consciousness of
freedom, namely spiritual freedom. The evolution of the world
shows a steady progress from the reign of obscure instincts to
that of clear reason. This process takes place in a logical order,
but is largely actuated by irrational forces. The World-Spirit,
so to say, makes use of the human passions for an ever-increasing
rational organization of the world. This paradox, of course, is
merely a new version of the old idea that God permits the existence
of evil for the realization of His plans. In particular, it is the
great heroes like Napoleon who, driven by their ambitions,
unconsciously are the agents of the World-Spirit and also realize
the true will of their peoples. Every people has its peculiar spirit
which permeates its whole civilization and is the product of
climate, soil, race, religion, political and social organization. In
each epoch, moreover, a particular people eclipses the others
through the realization of a.higher stage of reason, and appears
as the representative of the World-Spirit for its age. The other
peoples have no right against this leading people, which domin-
ates the world, but after having accomplished its mission sinks
and is replaced in, world-leadership by another people. Since
the end of the ancient world the Germanic peoples which com-
prise most modern nations stand in the front rank, and among
them the Protestant nations, and in particular Prussia, are fore-
most. This did not imply, however, a claim to political world*